Alumni Spotlight
This month’s Spotlight features Molly, a former
Global Studies major who now runs a successful
business she built after her inspiring artwork
exploded across the internet.

Molly Hahn:
Illustrator and Founder of
Buddha Doodles

What are you up to now, post-graduation?
I am a professional illustrator and writer as well as an
entrepreneur. I’ve built a business that allows me to
make a very good living while supporting my creative
vision. In 2012, my daily comic, Buddha Doodles, went
viral. Since then, I got a major book deal with Andrews
McMeel, the publisher of Calvin and Hobbes and The
Far Side. I built an online retail store with prints, blankets, pillows, and journals. I now teach online drawing
clas-ses for beginners, “Mindful Drawing,” and I also
run an online business program online, “The Unstarving
Art-ist,” where I teach strategies to students who want
to build a business doing what they like to do.
My daily routine has changed as the business has
grown. Right now, I wake up before the sun does and

start off writing and reading for inspiration, things
like Rumi or The Book of Forgiving. I next head to a
coffee shop to sketch and socialize, then move into all
the left brain management stuff: checking in on my
team, reviewing marketing strategies, checking in
with my drawing students, about 200 from all over
the world. After lunch, it’s back to my home studio
for fully creative, right brain time.
Building a business hasn’t been easy, but it’s the best
journey I’ve ever been on. I do what I love. I get to
travel, speak, meet interesting people, and experiment
with new forms of media. I’ve built a team to support
my vision and have learned how to outsource tasks to
get them out of my court and into an expert’s court.

“Your dreams are worth fighting for.”

Every day brings something new.
I’ve learned it all just by going
through it and now I help others
figure it out without them having to
go through the same ringer.
How did you get to where you
are?
I was the first person in my family
to go to college and grew up super
poor. I came to UCSB because they
offered me the best scholarship
package and didn’t even have the
money to visit before starting. It
was hard transitioning into school.
I’d recently been homeless and was
in survival mode. But I started in
the Summer Institute of Math and
Science (SIMS) program where I
met Professor Ken Millett, a math
instructor, who immediately became
a role model.

I declared as a Math major, but I
had a lot of difficulty. I was studying, doing all the tutoring classes
through CLAS, and still getting Ds.
I couldn't pay attention in class. My

identity was so wrapped up into
math because that was what had gotten me to UCSB and out of a bad
situation, keeping me from living on
the streets. I was eighteen and it felt
like if I let go of my major, I would
be letting go of the sense of safety it
had been responsible for.
I took cultural anthropology as a GE
and it blew me away, teaching
things I’d never even heard about.
I’ve loved to draw ever since I was
little and in that class I was flooded
with ideas for comic strips and doodles. I picked up an issue of the Daily Nexus and saw a call for a cartoonist. I was like, “Yeah right, I’m
not going to get that.” But I did. I
didn’t care if I was illustrating an
article about parking issues, I was so
happy to have a job doing what I
loved. I developed a comic strip
with the Nexus and did it throughout
college, learning by doing.
Once the lightbulb went on, I couldn’t turn back. I took all these liberal

arts classes and transitioned out of
Math into Global Studies. I loved
the idea of learning how the world
functioned. In that major, I got to
take world literature and French
cinema and all sorts of disciplines
under the Global Studies umbrella.
The last year, I took electives in
dance and got really into production in the Film Studies department. I finished an animated music
video as an independent study. My
creativity flourished.
I was apprehensive to graduate.
UCSB gave me financial aid. It
was my inspiration. It was my family. I tried living in Portland, but
struggled. I reconnected with the
folks at the Animation Show,
which was a theatrically touring
animation festival I had done promotional stuff for at UCSB. They
needed a programming coordinator
down in LA, so I moved in with a
friend who I used to cartoon with
at the Daily Nexus. I got another
production assistant job with
someone who was also a former

“I was eighteen and it felt like if I let go of my major, I would be
letting go of the sense of safety it had been responsible for.”

“I loved the idea
of learning how
the world
functioned. […]
My creativity
flourished.”
cartoonist at the Nexus, helping with a
graphic novel he was working on. I
also waitressed. I made great connections with animators and started to
tour comic conventions with my own
work. It’s totally loopy, there’s no
straight line. The whole time, I was
struggling with PTSD and wanted to
prove I could do this despite that disability, but I kept feeling like I was
taking steps forward and then steps
back. Still, I kept at it.
When I was 29, I was going through a
hard time. I lost people in my family
and was struggling with my PTSD. I
had freelance jobs that were making
great money, but was on these deadlines that were just zapping me of everything. I was feeling like I couldn’t
do this art thing anymore. I took this
Women’s Economic Ventures course
and Zhena Muzyka of Zhena’s Gypsy
Tea gave a keynote about the importance of affirmations. I was always
skeptical about affirmations, but was
in such despair, I figured, “What do I
have to lose? I’ll just doodle the affirmations and see if it works.” So, I
started a new daily sketch practice,
just 5-10 minutes each morning, and
posted them online. That was the beginning of Buddha Doodles.

What was the best thing you did as
an undergrad to help you get to
where you are?
I really soaked up support and
knowledge from the teachers that I
had a connection with. I went to their
office hours, asked them to coffee
after you graduate, stayed in touch. I
miss having professors around.

Also, I was active in my community
and did things that gave me the opportunity to test the waters of different careers. My work with the Animation Show in undergrad started
with me being enthusiastic about
their content. I’d walk around with
flyers and talk to people about
events. Also, I would fall for these
boys in bands and design posters and
make logos for them. Any time
they’d have a gig, I’d staple my new
posters around Alternative Coffee
and Pardall. I was so into music, I
put on a battle of the bands. I learned
what kind of budget it takes to get a
mobile stage and what to do about
security and how to handle facing
getting shut down by the sheriff for
promoting it too well. That was real
training! I think one of the best
things you can do in undergrad is
think about what you’d like to see

happen and figure out how to
make it happen, whether it’s a
community, an event, or a project.
Work out how to get past those
initial “No”s or challenges that
come with trying something that
doesn’t fit into a mold. I started
making a film in a course and we
didn’t complete it, so I created an
independent study with a professor that would allow me to finish.
That kind of experience will
frankly matter a whole lot more
than what your major title says.

“So I have to say,
thank you, UCSB.
You formed me.”

What do you wish you had known
while you were in undergrad?

n’t a Film major, but they treated me
like I was one.

I would have studied abroad. I love
travel now and I think it would have
given me more confidence in areas
that were difficult for me. I was so
inspired learning about the world
through classes, getting real-world
exposure to other cultures and ways
of being would have been something
else entirely. I would have liked to
test myself and see who I would
have been in a different place.

So I have to say, thank you, UCSB.
You formed me. In the most critical
years of my life, you gave me the
confidence to go for my dreams.
Those five years were the foundation
for everything. I have so much gratitude.

What was the best thing about being a Gaucho?

For articles, deadline
reminders, tips on
major exploration,
and more, follow us
on social media at
@UCSBAdvising!

I felt so supported by my advisors
and my community. My journey
through college shook up who I
thought I was and showed me how
to overcome challenges and find my
strengths. It’s not supposed to be
easy! During those times of change,
I had the support of all this faculty
and staff, like Jodi Cutler, the Global
Studies advisor, and Joe Palladino,
the advisor in Film Studies—I was-

Any final words of wisdom for the
current Gaucho generation?

Your dreams are worth fighting for.
I hadn’t planned for Buddha Doodles
to take off, but I had prepared for it. I
had spent years putting in the grit
and the time and kept educating myself. I sought mentorship and did self
-employment training programs and
online marketing courses. I was always hungry for knowledge and
finding people to help me. I was
planning for what I couldn’t plan.
It’s this weird paradox. In hindsight,
I’m so glad I put so much effort into
what I love to do and followed that
dream everywhere it’s led me.

Molly welcomes Gauchos to contact her via email for questions
about her career or for mentorship.

If an alum’s story is
meaningful to you,
consider reaching out
with questions and
for mentorship using
the contact
information
provided.

mollyhahn@gmail.com

buddhadoodles.com
facebook.com/BuddhaDoodles
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